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Introduction & Background

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Utah Department
Environmental Quality (UDEQ) recommend residents avoid potentially harmf
soils associated with historic silver mining operations in Leeds, UT. The Lee
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Mining Areas are located approximately 16 miles northeast of St. George angl one

The Leeds Mining

District operated in
the late nineteenth :
century and was the .
location of a dozen |
silver mines and six :
ore processing mills. |~
Over time, the hauling

and improper han- |
dling of large quanti- £

ties of tailings may
have increased the
spread of contami-
nants in this area.

The EPA and UDEQ
have investigated
many of these former
mining sites to ad-
dress potential risks to Tailings piles may contain harmful mercury

human health and the environment. Even with extensive cleanup work occu
the area, there are small areas of uncontrolled access to mining wastes whig
represent a potential risk to human health and the environment.

Addressing Site Risks: Disturbed Soils & Mercury Casks
I't is important area residents are
former mining areas may contain elevated levels of mercury. These tailings
usually yellow, green, or gray in color, and should not be disturbed or remov

At this time, the most likely method of exposure to mercury would be by con

ducting recreational activities upon the tailings piles, or the removal of the tajl-

ings material for landscaping purposes. Also, any mining remnants such as
cury casks found in the area may contain elemental mercury. These contair
need to be handled with extreme care as any accidental spills would create
health hazard.

Continued on next page
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The EPA is available to evaluate and conduct soil sampling What To Do If You Have a Concern?
of any suspected soils and provide safe disposal services to

you without cost. 1 If you know you have tailings in your yard con-
tact the EPA or UDEQ representatives on this
Mercury Exposure Risks fact sheet.

There is no ey_idence of people l_)ecoming ill fror_n EXPOSyre EpA will request access to inspect and test soils
to mercury tailings associated with the Leeds mining area. to determine if your yard requires further ac-
However, symptoms are subtle and it really takes tests by a..

doctor to determine if health problems could be associated lon.

with mercury exposure. - I
yexp 1 If mercury tailings are found, EPA will discuss

To be at risk, you would need to be exposed to tailings at appropriate soil removal options with the prop-
an ongoing basis. LoAgrm exposures to mercury at low  erty owner to eliminate any unacceptable risk.
levels may cause some minor health effects. Heng

exposures at high levels may cause acute symptoms in

. YolVEor Mercury Cask disposal, contact the local
ing the nervous system.

Southwest Utah Public Health Department lo-

As for elemental mercury from a cask, it is a liquid that is  cated in St. George to arrange safe handling
very heavy (two tablespoons weigh one pound). Once re- and drop-off details for proper disposal.
leased, elemental mercury readily changes from a liquid {0

a gas, creating an inhalation hazard for people in the imnpe- LOCAL CONTACTS :

diate area. Mercury exposure can affect the eyes, skin, ¢en- _ _

tral nervous system, respiratory system and kidneys. Utah Department of Environmental Quality
Div. of Environmental Response

Symptoms include these: tremors; emotional changes (efg., and Remediation

mood swings, irritability, nervousness, excessive shyness); 168 North 1950 West

insomnia; neuromuscular changes (such as weakness, njus- Salt Lake City, UT 84114840

cle atrophy, twitching); headaches; disturbances in sensg- Hours: MTH, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

tions; changes in nerve responses; performance deficits pn Phone: (801) 538100

tests of cognitive function. After Hours Phone: (801) 536234

UDEQ Mercury Website

http://www.mercury.utah.gov/index.htm

Town of Leeds
Drake Howell
Town Administrator/Planner
218 North Main Street, P.O.Box 460879
Leeds, UT 84764
Phone: 438792447
Email: leedsplanner@beyondbb.com

MERCURY DROP OFF LOCATIONS

Southwest Utah Public Health Department
168 North 100 East, St. George, Utah
260 East DL Sargent Drive, Cedar City, Utah
435986-2580 (St.George) 43586-2437 (Cedar City)

Rod Coslett
Environmental Health Director
Washington County

St. George, UT 84770

Phone4358655158
Example of mercury cask used in mining operations. Email: rcosslett@utah.gov




